PRICE 6d. eet. 
MONTHLY 


AMA 


JANUARY M'CM XXIV Number 34 





New Series 














DRESS DESIGN BY 
AUBREY HAMMOND 
FOR “* THE PILGRIM 
OF LOVE ’’ AT THI 
LIVERPOOI REPER- 
TORY THEATRI 








Issued by the BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE, a Feder.tion of Socicties and other Organizations work- 
ing for the Development of the Drama. Individual Membership is also open to all who are concerned 
with the practice or enjovment of the Art of the Theatre, and may be acquired by payment of the 
Annual Subscription of £1 1s., entitling the Member to all privileges of the League, including the 
free receiot of the League’s Monthly Magazine. Full particulars from the Hon, Sec., 
10 KING STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON, W.C.2. 














FOR THE BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE 
President - Lord Howard de Walden 





| 





HASSAN’ BALL 


HYDE PARK HOTEL 


Wednesday, 30th January 


Fancy ‘Dress ‘Doors open 9.30 p.m. 
Evening ‘Dress ‘Dancing 10 p.m. 


BRIDGE : MAH JONGG: _ PRIZES 


Guess Where The Golden Journey Ends 


AND 


WIN A GOLDEN GIFT 








MARIUS B. WINTERS DANCE ORCHESTRA 





Tickets: £1 10 o each - 4 for £5 50 


(INCLUDING BUFFET SUPPER) 


From MISS ELLALINE MACEY, Organizing Secretary, 10 King Street, 
Covent Garden, W.C.2. (Telephone: Gerrard 8011) or the Hyde Park Hotel 


NO MONEY REFUNDED 
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MEGGIE ALBANESI 


By Gertrude Kingston 


OW and again in every generation 
there have been 
painters, players and philosophers, 
scientists who 
have burnt themselves out by the sheer driv- 


poets and 


soldiers, sailors, 


ng force of their talents. Pushed onwards 

by an inner energy that knows no husband- 

ing of its means, driven by a will-power that 
knowledges no limitations, they fall ex- 

hausted before the fulfilment of the rich 

promise that was in them. And we mourn 

them as much for what they would have 
hieved as for what they have actually 
complished. 

Like a brilliant meteor in a summer night 
flashing across a firmament of the fixed con- 
stellations and the immutable laws of their 
various arts and sciences, they have blazed 
wer the skies in a ball of fiery flame, leaving 
on the retina of the eye only a golden streak 
on a grey mist—and somewhere in the lap 
of mother earth is a silent grave into which 
| this brilliancy has been hurled and extin- 
9 ished. 

With little Meggie it was as if Life had 
stood at her elbow and whispered, ‘‘ Here 
are all the fruits in my basket—success, ad- 
miration, popularity, love, friendship! All 
vours for the asking if you will let me be 
vour friend.” And Meggie had grasped 
Life by both hands, and Life, finding a will- 
ing victim, embraced and _ strangled her. 
Though during seven months my dressing 
room was separated only by a door from 
hers, I did not get very near to her. Much 
as I find to admire in the present generation 
of girls, for I like them for their splendid 
courage and their independence—girls are 
apt to be very disdainful of the sympathy 
offered them by anyone older than them- 
selves : there is at once a challenge to us that 
they have done with all the nonsense of the 
previous era, and at the same time, a defiance 
of whatever might be our opinion about it : 
Whereas boys are much more easy and 
natural in their intercourse. But Meggie 
Was always reserved and reticent, curiously 
so indeed for so young and charming a crea- 
ture. For though there was neither friction 
or faction in the happy family of ‘‘ The 
L lies of the Field,” actors and actresses have 

Ways a strongly analytic faculty. Yet in all 

many weeks that I saw her daily I 


never heard a word of personal criticism or 
disparagement of anything or anybody from 
her lips. 

Sadly indeed, the only time I felt nearer to 
her was on her very !ast night in the theatre, 
when—hearing her sobbing as I came back 
from the stage—I walked into her dressing 
room and took her in my arms. She was at 
that moment looking forward to playing a 
new réle at a matinee for the Play Box series, 
and she cried bitterly on my shoulder com- 
plaining that her voice always failed her 
when she was rehearsing a new part and that 
it had been the same thing before she ap- 
peared in ‘* East of Suez.” I tried to induce 
her to ask for a few davs’ rest as I thought 
quiet was what she most needed, but though 
I did not realize how ill she was—nor I hope 
and pray did she—I knew that frail, excit- 
able, emotional, talented as she was, she had 
not the reserve of strength to fall back on for 
the almost morbid relentlessness of her 
nervous energy. 

Admirably as she portraved the modern 
English girl—and I can think of no more 
vivid character painting than her two per- 
formances in ‘f The Skin Game’ and ‘‘ The 
Bill of Divorcement ’’—she was 
tially of her father’s nationality in physique 
and character. She had the moody melan- 
choly of the Neapolitans with their sudden 
revulsion of high spirits and boyish laugh- 
ter—with less of the quality of the joy of life 
than of avidity to quaff a life of jov. From 
her musical father, too, she inherited that 
fine ear for inflection that came so naturally 
to her. She phrased her sentences with a 
nice balance that is so rare on the English 
stage and if sometimes it did not ring quite 
true it was usually where an inflection had 
been suggested to her which she could 
neither reject nor assimilate. Left to her- 
self, she would do nothing ill-conceived, 
though she was, like the Italian part of her, 
not so adaptable as a French nor so stolid as 
an English woman. 


essen- 


I admired immensely her discipline and 
her enthusiasm for work on the stage. She 
accepted patiently all that was pointed out 
to her, even though her own _ intuition 


had prompted another way of playing a 
scene. 


She was never late by a minute for 
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her entrance nor for a call to rehearsal. In AN APPEAL FROM 
all the continual bustle and distraction which We ha ait 
. os Ye nav received 
appeared to be the breath of her nostrils she Ree eae ripe 
sli : the President of the G 
had an eye and ear on the stage. IWhen she : 


contrived 


" Be rlinl. 
to study her parts I never could + 
1 . hLeé 
imagine, for she would rush from a rehearsal ~"., 
5 wee 
or luncheon party, froma _ ,; 
’ 1 : 7 ted 
talian lesson, from the even- 
etoadance. First and fore- 
rn an actress, not learning 
and industry, but act- 
ad endowed her with 


For sheer nat 


















THE WEYBRIDGE MIRACLE PLAY 


By Michael Sadleir 


HE plays presented by the children 
of the Hall School at Weybridge 
have 


ture O 


become something of a fea- 


modern educational deve- 


lopment. Already there is quite a 
t of them, in the mind of 
Miss Gilpin’s admirers for its special quality 
of beauty or originality. For the 
characteristics of these Weybridge perform- 


each treasured 





one of 


‘ir blend of sameness and variety. 
always different and yet, inasmuch 
is they never employ child-actors for other 
than childish thi 





igs, they have a constancy 


and an unity that will soon be a tradition. 

The latest of the series took place early in 
Decem! of last year. Three performances 
W given and the ent¢ was en- 


tainment 
<e all Miss Gilpin’s 


a 

Une Nativité.”” Lik 
1 
I 


ginative triumphs, the play (if it may be 
d; no word exists that actually de- 
es this subtle mingling of ancient love- 


double 


ss and modern method) had a 
lat research. 


of improvisation and 





sung entirely in French, it was 
ization of the tale of the 
ns of antique carols. One 





venture what tireless reading and 
tient effort had gone to the selection 
ld French carols and to their 
¢ with appropriate music. Only is 
» surmise that hours of search— 
in bookshops; in London and in 
—must have been needed to dig out 
from which the final choice 
: that musical knowledge profound 
ve must have gone to the suiting 

s with melody and rhythm. 


rue showed 


the arrival of Mary 

in night-shadowed Bethlehem. 

Virgin’s hour is at hand; she must have 

{ shelter. But the first inn at which 

s apply will admit only rich per- 

1 must have guests of royal 

rd—a place of dancing and of 

S—has no room for those in sickness or 

g away, the homeless couple 

vhere, for lack of better house- 
ke shift to lie. 

i scene showed the beasts, birds, 

osing the gifts that they will 

~on of God. Then came the 








ngs to do homage at the manger. 
the 


re shown shepherds with 


their flocks, to whom a tiny angel comes and 
sings amazingly of the new-born child. The 
shepherds leave their sheep and journey to 
the stable. The play closed with angels 
grouped about the cradle, while the light 
fades and only a single lamp shines out from 
where the Babe lay sleeping. 

It would be sad pity were such an ex- 
quisite arrangement of words and music as 
is this ‘‘ Nativité” to be lost, now that its 
actual Weybridge passed. 
Rumour says that Miss Gilpin is considering 
bringing together into one volume the texts 
of the last three or four performances given 
at her school. It is much to be desired that 
she should do so. There must be many 
schools who would gladly take the oppor- 
tunity of staging in their own way one of the 
Weybridge plays. It is not everyone who 
can go to Weybridge to see the Hall Scho 
act ; it is not everyone can buy a costly child- 
printed volume, with child-designs as illus- 
trations, such as Miss Gilpin has already on 
four occasions published; but a book of the 
type now projected would be within every 
teacher’s reach, and many should be found to 
welcome it. 


rendering 1S 


THE MERMAID SOCIETY. 


This society, under the presidency of Sir 
Israel Gollancz and the chairmanship of Mr. 
Allardyce Nicoll, has been founded to en- 
courage the study of dramatic technique 
and to stimulate the writing and production 
of new plays. The headquarters of the 
society are at King’s College, Strand, but 
membership is open to any persons inter- 
ested in the theatre or the drama who shall 
be accepted by the Executive Committce. 
The subscription for acting members is 
nominal (2s. 6d. per annum) so as not to 
exclude anyone on the ground of expense, 
but supporting members (who are entitled 
to tickets for the society’s productions), are 
invited at £71 1s. od. It is hoped to pro- 
duce some plays early in the year and a series 
of lectures by experts in various branches 
of dramatic art is being arranged. 

Applications for acting or supporting 
membership should be sent to Miss Sybil 
Rosenfeld (Hon. Secretary), King’s College, 


Strand, W.C.2. 





THE DRAMA LEAGUE POINT OF VIEW 











THE JOURNAL OF 
THE BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE 


President: 
LORD HOWARD DE WALDEN. 


Chairman of the Council : 
H. GRANVILLE-BARKER. 
Secretary: GEOFFREY WHITWORTH. 
Hon. Treasurer: ROBERT MOND. 


lion 


MSS. for publication in DRAMA will ve considered 
if accompanied by stamps for return if unsuitable. 
lll Enquiries should be addressed to the Hon. Secre- 
tary, at the Offices of the League, 10, King Street, 
Covent Garden, London, W.C.2. 
Telephone : Grerrarp 8011, 
Neither the Editor nor the Drama League as a whole 
accepts any responstbility for the opinions expressed 
im signed articles printed in this Journal. 


Sa result of Miss Gwen John’s letter 
in reference to authors’ fees which 
was printed in the last issue of 
Drama, the Executive Committee 

olf the League has reviewed the Bath reso- 
lution which it remembered 
mended that a minimum fee of 10s. per act 
on account of royalties should be asked for 
the production of plays by amateur societies. 
Miss John pointed out that contusion would 
certainly arise in the case of long plays which 
were either not divided into acts at all or into 


will be recom- 


here are 
many plays in two acts which might 
easily provide a whole evening’s entertain- 
ment, and it will be agreed that such plays 
certainly be the #1 10s. 
the Executive Committee is of 
the opinion that the 


a large number of acts or scenes. 
also 


should liable to 
mintimum 
simplest means of dif- 
by the 
than the number of scenes 


ferentiating short and long plays is 


tume taken rather 


Or acts, 


and therefore it is suggested that the 
basis should be abandoned in 


favour of a 10s. minimum for any play which 


LOS. per acl 


takes an hour or less than an hour to act, and 
] . 1 
1 4.1 10S. Minimum for any play which takes 
& | 


an hour. It is proposed to circu- 
month on this 
that an opportunity 


should be given to members to make any ob- 


iriZe dramatists early next 


i 
1 , , A, 
Dasis, Dut it 1s also felt 





jection to this modification in the Bath reso- 
lution should they deem it to be inconsistent 
with the policy then outlined. Would mem. 
bers therefore kindly consider this matter? 
If any objection is made it should be sent in 
to the Hon. Secretary before the end of this 
month. 


e 

Readers of the daily Press have been made 
aware of the important production of Hof. 
mannsthal’s ‘‘ Theatre of the World” by the 
Leeds Art Theatre at St. Edward's, Holbeck. 
Miss Edith Craig was the producer and the 
result was probably the most outstanding 
piece of drama undertaken in a Church in 
modern times. In recent years there have, of 
been several instances of Mystery 
Plays performed in churches, and we trust 
that more and more advantage will be taken 
of the inspiration for religious drama which 
should come from the acting of plays in such 
surroundings. Conversely we are interested 
the announcement that religious 
plays are to be performed in the Strand 
Theatre, London, during Sunday afternoons 
in January by the *‘ Mystical Players” of St. 
Paul’s, Covent Garden. 


It is with much regret that we have to 


announce that Miss M. Dalston finds it neces- 
sary to resign her dt 


course, 


to note 


ties as Librarian at the 


end of this month. When Miss Dalston 
came to us some eighteen months ago the 


library was scarcely worthy of the name, but 
as readers of Dram, are aware, during the 
past-year it has grown into a really service- 
This no 


donation ol 


able feature of the League’s work. 
doubt is largely the result of the 
the Carnegie Trust, but without the enthu- 
siastic labours of Miss Dalston the utility ol 
that gift would have been much less than it 
has proved. Miss Dalston has also rendered 
most valuable i 


services in Many otner 


branches of the League's ws 


c=) 

The North Lond G » ¢ he Britisl 
Drama League | duce Wher 
Kar ights were Bol t { H f the 
Northern Polvtecl H Road, N 
on Thursday, Jan 24 7 

Prices of admission s. 6d., 2s. 4d., an 

s. 3d Tickets d ( d m 
Frederick Tomlin, Jackson Road, N.7. 

















AN EVENING'S ENTERTAINMENT 


By W. G. Farrell 


LONG low room, capable of seat- 


ing some two hundred people, 





well lighted, and having about 

it a subtle smell of disinfectants, 

an air of scrupulous cleanliness. At 
© end is a small compact stage with a 


lrop curtain, and a piano. ‘Two young 


men are moving about the stage ‘* setting”’ 
the by no means ornate furniture—in the re- 
( tremendous 
the 


quired positions. There is 


activity in a small room behind stage 


where a company of enthusiastic amateur 
actors are ‘‘ making up,’’ and their stage- 
nanager and his assistant are gathering 


their properties together. Something un- 
isual is afoot ! 

For many years this club has been the 
centre of good work among the people of 
providing amusement 
ind recreation in a small way for 
hose daily lives are anything but pleasant, 
nd now the Secretary, who previously had 


the ne ighbe yurhoc od, 


many 


anged concerts for the weekly entertain- 


it, has launched forth and has secured 
aid of a local Dramatic Society to play 

for the benefit of the members of the club. 
It is a great venture, for he does not know 
iow his audience will take a full night’ 
mi performance. He is dubious but 
ves tor the best. He is an idealist, and 
ves that if good drama is brought to 
people, they will respond to it in thi 

way as did their forefathers in t 
arly days when the Miracle Plays, the In- 


les, and the crude farces of the stroll- 


y players a | 


lieved popularity, and this 


o he puts it to the test. 


Phe yrs e opened, and with shout 
onter ) ( younger membD¢ . 
mn oon fil up. And what an 
e! Children of ag ranging 
ght o e, and on through all t 





youth and manhood to old age. 


ignhtness, the expectancy, the wistful- 


hildhood rubbing shoulders with 

en S, 1 hopelessness, and th 
less Of disappointed age. The small 
‘S with the littlenesses, the pas- 

1 the magnificences of many per- 
mas. The atmosphere is charged 





hosts of the ‘‘ Might-Have- 


Been listlessly straying about the room, 
vhilst dancing around and about them are 
the gay careless sprites, the bright hopes 
of the ‘‘ Yet-To-Be.”’ 

The actors are ready to begin. This is 
Can 
Can he 
He holds up his hands for 
silence, and after a few moments is able to 

He explains to 
the densely-packed audience what it is they 
are going to see and requests them to give 
attention. He is obvi- 
ously nervous, and one cannot help praying 
that he will not be disappointed. The play 
to be produced is a beautiful one—Jerome 
‘* Passing of the Third Floor 

Its simplicity, its humarity, 
pathos, and humour should = appeal 
to anyone in whom the springs of human 
ympathy have not run dry. 
For a few minutes the 
actors struggled through their parts against 


the crucial moment for the Secretary. 
he hold the refractory members? 
quieten them ? 


speak. A good sign this. 


their wholehearted 


KX. Jerome’s 
Back.” its 


its 


Che curtain rises. 


perpetual buzz of conversation, but at last 
he whispers subsided, and with the entrance 
of ‘‘ The a quietness that could 
be felt pervaded the room. From this point 
onwards, the audience listened and gazed 


Stranger,”’ 


ith wide-eyed appreciation, they perceived 
the points, laughed at the right places, 
I know even some of the hardest cases, 
secretly, others openly, wept at the 
A more appreciative audience, a 
more attentive audience, a more theatrically 
telligent audience it would be hard to find 
Amid bursts of applause the 
vent down at the end of a highly 

cessful performance. The jubilant Sec- 
retary told the players that he had 
by a the members to stage 


ore good drama in the near future ! 


thos. 


nere. 


rtain 


been 





few of 


The local public-house, and cinema, lost 
few that and who 
cnows, if good plays were presented cheaply 
nd regularly to the poorer people, whether 
e doom of the hectic cinema drama is not 
tain, and whether the legitimate theatre 


customers evening, 


not rise Phoenix like, from the ashes? 
This then is what is needed. Good 
rama. Taken to the people. And pre- 


sented cheaply ! 


CALLORD. 


Miss Buckton’s mystery play Eager 
Heart was produced before Christmas at 
St. Andrew’s Church House, Catford, by 
Mr. Hudson. 


Gilbert lhe entire company 


actors, musicians and _ choir — were 
parishioners of St. Andrew’s. An excellent 
performance was given, in which the out- 


ri } . ‘ } ‘ . + 1 
standing figure was the actress who took 
the part of Eag Heart, acting it in a 
harming and sympathetic manner. But 


everyone was good; Mr. Hudson’s produc- 


tion being admirable. 


A special word of praise must be given 


to the singing 


"Ss 
hesti 


of the choir and the playing 
oth of which were ali that 


oi the ore 
could be desired. 


THE FOLK HOUSE PLAYERS. 


our one-act plays were presented last 


month, under the direction of Mrs. F. W. 
| 


Nogers, at the Folk House, Bristol. No- 
body who saw the performance, ‘* Spread- 
ing the News,’’? can doubt that it was a 


piece of good fortune that changed it from 
Neither in the dia- 


gue nor the characterization is there any 


tragedy into comedy. 


tendency Irishman a 


towards making the 
without the 


Dulloon saving graces ol 


humanity. Lady Gregory’s characters are 


lrish lrishmen. Gerald Laverstock as 


Bartley Fallon was the star of the evening, 


and the entire play went with a rollicking 


g. 
Harold Brighouse’s Ihe Price of 
Coal" was another play in the  pro- 
gramme. Of a different type and not so 
rich in opportunities for the actors, the cast 
of four had perhaps a more difficult task 
than those in Spreading the News.’’ But 
with their material, and 


they did very well 


vave an intelligent performance ol the difli- 


cult moment of the play, the surprise follow- 
ing the ringing of the alarm bell at the pit- 
head at the moment of the accident. The 
Scotch dialect, seemed, presented greater 


1 


the Irish dialect. 
should improve it. 
: and the Poet,” 


difficulties than Practice 


‘* Fame the third item on 


the programme, is a satire in Lord Dun- 
sany’ best vein. Ethel M. Brunelle, as 
kame, was the outstanding performer. 


\gnes A. Miall’s ‘‘ The Understudy ” was 


the fourth play. 
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When we visited the Folk House on 
Saturday evening we expected to see per- 
formances which would reflect much study 

the plays, but we did not expect to see 
such polished acting as one or two of the 
members showed. Some of the work was 
in every respect equal to good repertory 
acting, and we congratulate those taking 
part. . 
HART HOUSE 
SITY 


In announcing 


THEATRE, 
OF 


UNIVER. 
TORONTO. 
their fifth season, the 
directors report that the season 1922-1923 
is considered to have been the most success- 
ful in the history of the theatre. Although 
no rent is charged by the University, the 
Hart House Theatre endow- 
ment or guarantee and receives no subsidy 


possesses no 


from any source, and it is most gratifying to 
learn that it is now paying its way. = An 
innovation this year is to be the co-opera- 
tion of the Ontario College of Art in execut- 
ing the stage settings for productions. 

The Man from Blankleys,’’ 


The Toils 
and ‘‘ Castles in the Air’ 
, 


children’s play by Mr. 


of Yoshitomo,”’ 


Bertram Forsyth, 





Director of the Theatre), have already been 
presented this seasoh, and forthcoming pro- 


‘* The Adding Machine, 


ductions are 








laudel’s ‘‘ The Hostage,’’ ‘‘ The M 
Figaro,’’ two plays, want 
a Hunchback ’’ and 
Breeder,’’ by contemporary ( 3 
vrights, and tu y W 
Monkev’s P; Ww, and 
Catherine.”’ 


SHIREHAMPTON. 


Masefield’s ‘‘ Tragedy of Nan” was 
icted here by the D1 a Leagi n Decem- 
ber 12. Owing to t iden and regret- 

ble illness of Mi j r Miles, the pi 
of the Gaffer was taken at very snort no 


c¢, WhO gave a Driiliant 


ley Clarke as N 


Wey 


by Mr. Hannam Clar! 
erformance. Mrs. Stanley Nail 
as excellent, as indeed was everyone. Mr. 
well, 


Miles produced the play extremely 


I r most successful. 


the whole thing being 
FFIELD REPERTORY 
COMPANY. 


The above company, whi 
pan) 


THE SHE 





h has produced 





ba Ty she 
forty plays in the Little Theatre, shemeid 
1: i 1 . . 1 J was 
and in several other towns in England, was 


























aaa 


formed four years ago, and has worked in 


the hope of evolving into a permanent 











Repertory Company for the ¢ ity of Sheffield 
\ scheme is under consideration, details 
of which will be furnished later, for th 
3 e more saleable wremis 
\f ill continue to produce 
, [Theatre as an indepen- 
lont oreanizatic Mioney will be required 
hle ¢ ( yany to Start on it own 
, ( 17 p would like to feel as- 
cared 3 f ) ill be forthcoming t 
) l \ capital f the interim 
rried 1 to t lo rer scheme 
Unless tl Sut ce omisec th Shi 
field Repertory ¢ , which is nov 
well | 1 ne onl locall but thr } 
out th itish 1 in dramatic circle 
. ¥ Oo to an d. This 
1 be ti fter so I d 
} lone in bu it up to it 
| t eri It d 
loss to Shefiield, wherea 
money is subscribed the first step 
| » taken tov d the firm 
t of a Repertory Theatre in 
Cl 
It hoped to produce one plav « h 
| the 1924 Spring Season if thi 
apne 1] meetc 1 it] the anticipated success, 
| which case five plays will be selected 


uthors’ 


subiect to the 


vermission being obtained: ‘“Misalliance,”’ 
G. Bernard Sh ; ** Body and Soul,’’ 
Arnold Bennett: ‘f Monna Vanna,’’ by 
M. Moaets li | ae Don,’’ by R. Besi r: 


The New Morality.’’ by Harold Chapin; 
\lice-Sit-by-the-Fire,” bv ]. M. 

The Ideal Husband,” bv Oscar Wilde; 
“Jane Clegg,” by St. John Ervine. 


y 
aS 





2 nie e 
3arrie ; 


POLYTECHNIC SCHOOL OF SPEECH 
TRAINING AND DRAMATIC ART. 
On December 10 the Annual Competition 

‘or the Polytechnic Silver Medal was held 
n the Fy vie Hall. Each of the competitors 


Hineitiics 1, ’ ‘ er... ” 
ted Blake’s ‘* Skylark and 


trom 


scene 
Shakespeare, or (in one case), 
‘Abraham Lincoln.”? Mr. Franklin Dvall, 
is hon. adjudicator, awarded the silver 
medal to Miss Mary Christensen for a con- 


‘picuously able performance. 
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BEECHCROFT PLAYERS. 
rhe first play chosen for performance by 
Peechcroft Players in their new Littl 
heatre at Birkenhead was Pinero’s ‘‘ Tre- 
ney of the Wells.’’ These players are 


xcople who work for their living in these 


parts, clerking, typing, or shop assisting, 


x labouring with their hands. Through 


the Beechcroft Settlement, which is a com- 
munity centre for adult education, they are 
| 


being interested in the drama as a creative 
force in life, and they now have their theatre 

ith complete stage equipment. The aim 
is to get them to tackle plavs they are not 
kely to have seen at local theatres, so that 
their acting shall be spontaneous and un- 
ffected. \ 


Trelawnev 


” period si plav, of course, 
is early sixties) helps ama- 
urs a good deal, and comedy gives them 

an encouragement to flexible movement. 

ut Pinero’s dialogue is fatiguing for ama- 
urs. Still, the Beechcroft 


duced some piquant and quite felicitous 


Plavers pro- 


character studies in this play. The com- 
anv is rehearsing a Shaw plav now, and 
if Miss Eva Fowler, the producer, gets as 


much out of them as she did in this play, 
the result will be interesting. 


THE KING’S LYNN PLAYERS. 
The King’s Lynn Plavers made_ their 
debut at the Theatre Roval last month with 

Arms and the Man,’”’ and did it so well 
that they established their rixht to live. The 
plav calls for skilful acting. Its interest 
m the spectators’ point of view depends 
not upon its plot, but upon its delineation of 
character. 
1 


In the opening scene Raina Pet- 
<off acted well, and her performance gave 
one the impression that in her a very pro- 
mising young actress has been discovered. 
Louka made an admirable foil to the cold, 
Raina. Captain  Bluntschli 
proved himself a good actor, and Nicola 
made the most of a small part. Major Paul 
Petkoff (also producer to the company) and 


statuesque 


his wife Catherine gave the finishing touches 
to a really excellent performance. 

The Plavers talk of choosing for their 
next venture ‘‘ The Importance of Being 
Earnest.’’ Those who had the good for- 
tune to see ‘‘ Arms and the Man ’”’ will look 
forward eagerly to their next appearance. 
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good one, Mrs. 
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ington being much appreciated by the ‘ t en an) out! urst Of applause at th 
audience, as also Miss Iliffs’s Sir Chas, Curtain. We have never had a great 
Pomander, ind Miss O’ Malley’s sympathetic CCC 
interpretation of the whimsical, unpractica 
artist-ol-all-trades, Jane Triplet. — Miss NORTHERN IRELAND 
nis gar ae producer, and the othe r men Ou s I ersitv Dramatic Societ 
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; DD | 5 nt series—‘‘ The 
Shadowy Waters” by W. B. } and 
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failure, except with 
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Costumes & Designs 


TOM HESLEWOOD, Ltd. 


TOM HESLEWOOD MRS. H. B. IRVING HUGH MILLER 


16 WILSON ST., LONG ACRE, W.C.2 


Costumes for London and Provincial 
productions. 


Amateur Theatricals and Fancy 


Dress Balls. 
PLAYS DRESSED FROM STOCK 


Special terms and attention to members of the 


BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE 


Tube Station:—Covent Garden (2 minutes) 


Telephone :— _ _ 4432 Gerrard 








Dramatic Art Centre 
Mary Ward Settlement, Tavistock Place, W.C.1 


Tele.: Musreum 337. 
Director: Miss MAUDE SCOTT. 


SPRING TERM 
opens JAN. 22nd 


Enrolment Week :—Jan. 15th, 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 
Inspection invited from Jan. 2nd, 2—4 p.m. 


ELOCUTION, ACTING, 
DANCING, etc. 
Special Section for Play 
Production and Playwriting 


Short and Complete Courses. 
Preliminary Classes for Diploma. 
Correspondence Courses. 

Special Teachers’ Section. 


Vacancies for Men in Repertory Co. 


Send Stamp for Prospectus. 

















PLAYS TO ACT AND 
HOW TO ACT THEM 


Advice to beginners of all 
ages, with a descriptive 
list of 70 plays 


Issued by the 
BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE 


Price 6d. net. Postage 2d. 


From the Hon. Secretary, British Drama 
League, 10 King St., Covent Garden, W.C. 2 


= 


For Sale Box Chamber 


Fourteen flats, 10 by 4 ft, each, includ- 
ing two doors and window. Canvas in 


good condition but requires re-papering. 


£10 


IVrite the Cotswold Players, 51 London 
Road, Stroud, Glos. 














THE CITIZEN HOUSE PLAYERS 


f Bath have a large number of 


Stage Dresses 


including Celtic, Saxon, Medizval, Shakespearian, 

Eighteenth Century and Fantastic, which they would 

be glad to loan to members of the British Drama 

League ONLY at the nominal cost of five shillings 
upwards. 


Ipplication for loan of these dresses should be made in the 
first instance to the Hon. Sec. of the Drama League, 10 King 
Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 




















The 
British Drama League Library 
of Modern British Drama 


Second Series 


R. BASIL BLACKWELL, as Publisher to the Shakespeare Head Press, has 
M arranged with the British Drama League to continue the standard Library of 

new plays, the first four volumes of which were published last year. The plays 
are as follows, and are published at 3s. 6d. net. 


PLAYS ALREADY PUBLISHED 
False Premises By LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


Five one-act plays for three or four characters. 
. The Man who ate the Popomack By W. J. TURNER 
A tragi-comedy of love, in four acts. 
Up Stream By CLIFFORD BAx 
A drama in three acts. 
Advertising April: or, The Girl who made the Sunshine Jealous 
By HERBERT FARJEON & HORACE HORSNELL 
A comedy in three acts. 
Ayuli By LAURENCE BINYON 
A Poetical Play in Three Acts 
. The Prince By GWEN JOHN 
A Play about Queen Elizabeth 
Four One-Act Plays By A. P. HERBERT, BEATRICE MAYoR, 
F. SLADEN SMITH & HELEN SIMPSON 
Double Demon. Thirty Minutes in a Street. St. Simeon Stylites. Pan in Pimlico. 


. The Lilies of the Field By J. HASTINGS TURNER 


The Comedy recently produced at the Ambassadors’ Theatre. In 3 Acts. 


A limited and numbered edition of each of the plays, on hand-made paper, signed by 
the Author, in block-printed hand-made paper boards, vellum back, will be issued at 
half-a-guinea. Members may apply preferentially for these before publication, but no 
reduction in price can be made. 


PRIZE COMPETITION 
A prize of FIVE GUINEAS is offered for the best Review of the batch of four 


books about to be published, Nos. 5 to 8, as announced above. The Review, which must 
be typed, or very clearly written, must not exceed 1,000 words in length, and should be 
critical rather than merely descriptive. The winning Review will be printed in Drama, the 
Journal of the British Drama League. The Competition, which will be open to members 
of the League only, will close on February rst, 1924. Those who are not already 
members of the League but who wish to become so in order that they may take part in 
the Competition should apply for particulars of membership, which will be sent to 
them in return for a postcard addressed to the Hon. Secretary of the Drama League, 
10 King Street, Covent Garden, W.C.z2. 








Printed by Herbert Reiach, Ltd., 19-24 Floral Street, Covent Garden, and 11 Long Icre, London, W.C.2. 





